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Eric Wiberg - Lighthouses

San Salvador’s Dixon Hill Light,
history, wrecks and misadventures

THE Imperial Light Service
(ILS) built their final Baha-
mian lighthouse on Dixon's
Hill, San Salvador and lit it
on April 1. I887. The island
is really just o 12 x S-mike
mountain top that plummets
1o 15,000 feet down into the
ocean around it. The light is
160 feet above water and the
tower is 113 feet tall, with a
green flash twice every 10 sec-
onds, visible 19 miles to sea,
The light is protected from the
waves, being set well inland
on the east side of the island
where navigator Christopher
Columbus is thought to have
landed in 1492, The planta-
tion owners who are buried
there-a couple named Dix-
on--are incorporated into the
footprint.

A master mariner published
a letter in the New York Times
in the 1890s regarding the
essential aspect of lighthouses
10 safe transit in the Bahamas,
in which he pointed out recent
wrecks of the Prinz Joachim
at Atwood Cay, because of a
35-mile navigational error that
resulted in the ship not being
able to find the lighthouse at
Watling Island (San Salvador).

Then there was the Antillian,
a steamer that successfully
picked up the Watling Light,
despite its captain noting that
“its power should be consid-
erably increased.” He then
pontificated about how mari-
ners must navigate “the most
dangerous waters in the Atlan-
tic. ... the low lying coral
islands of the Bahamas, where
outlying reefs show half-sub-
merged remains of what was
once a splendid argosy of the
sea — now an ugly, rusty mass
of rotting steel,”

He spesks of how bad
weather made it impossible
for captains to obtain navi-
gational  sextant  sights and
locate their ships. Further, to
combat the variable currents
is the hard fact that with high
speed and lights revolving
every 90 seconds, a *'15-knot
steamer would make 2,280
foet between periods of revo-
lution of this light.”

The British steam-
ship Chancellor was wrecked
on  Hinchinbroke  Rocks
(called onspicuous,  iso-
lated rocky masses™) on July
24, 1889, Two weeks later, a
formal mquiry beld into s
total loss was held in Nassau
for three days to decide the

fate of Captain  William
Lynas, A Stipendiary and
Circuit  Magistrate  named

James Maclure Rae and Nau-
tical Assessor Edward Scobell
Clapp, Staff-Commander in
the Royal Navy presided.

The Nassau  Tribune of
October, 1914 wrote  of
the Britsh vessel Foxton
Hall—carrying nitrate of sod-
-that blew up and caused the
ship to sink in just 20 minutes
near San Salvador, The Liver-
pool ship had recently (hgérd
to the US for America
and loaded in Chile.
skipper saw smoke coming
from the cargo holds he and
23 other mariners boarded
lifeboats and fled with nothing
but the clothes they had on. A
seaman and the chsef engineer
were lost and never found.

Six Germans in the crew were
accused of somehow  sabo-

women in his boat to volun-
teer their skirts for use as sails,

shipwrecked  sailors  were
Germans and wanted to kill

rounded Long Island  and
made for Crooked Island,

Survivors of the exploding and burning steamer Bienville, 70 miles north of San Saivador.

taging the ship and arrested.
The rest went to Nassau then
Miami on the ship Frances E,

Late in 1918, the US-Aagged
steamer Yenrut of Philadelphia
sank when its cargo of salt
shified and she rolled over.
The survivors were adrift in
open boats, half naked, for 62
hours without food or water,
Coptain H. Feser helped a
dozen other survivors to land
at San Salvador, where they
were helped by locals. The
men landed “two miles from
the Watling Island lighthouse
and were taken in charge, and
transferred 1o the schooner
Water Bird, which took them
10 Nassau and the US Consul
Dowdy.”

The vessel was owned by
Robert Nelson Musgrove of
Nassau ond was a schooner
built in 1892, with a 20-tons
burden. Once in Nassau,
the men from the Yenrut
became charity cases. Appar-
ently the Yenrut had been
camying volatile war pow-
ders for the US Government
between Cuba and Panama

sinking of the larp passenger
sidewheel steamer Bienville
under Captain  Maury hap-
pened mostly far out to sea

70 miles from San Salvador,
One headline read “Quelled
Mutiny a1 Gun Point &

senger Ship Blew Up.” The
ship had 132 persons aboard,
with a young quartermaster
named Arthur Howland of
New Bedford, when it blew
up. Two lifeboats reached
land. The ship caught fire
after 4am between New York
and Panama carrying Ker-
sosene  and  bullets.  When
boats were ordered lowered,
the coal shovellers stormed
over the women and chil-
dren passengers and Howland
had to draw his pistol and fire
it to restore order.
Once  afloat,  he

asked

and the first night two ships
passed them without stop-
ping. When they finally found
a beach at San Salvador o
land on, passengers panicked
again and keapt out of the boat,
causing nine more deaths by
drowning. Despite not having
footwear, they trudged to the
lighthouse. Howland rolled
under the keeper's table and
slept for 23 hours, having
not slept for 45 houss while
in command of the boat. A
Captain A. Strahan led the
payment of charitable funds
for the survivors in Nassau,
where  they were “ov
whelmed by  hospitality.
Other boats had managed to
make it to James Cistern in
Eleuthera and were met with
“spontaneous bumanity” and
housed in huts.

In total five boats made it to
shore in the Babamas, while
one was lost.

In 1891, a ship was spotted
“bottom up” and drifting off
San Salvador light by a pass-
ing Brtish steamer named
Nyassa under Captain  Lor-
mond. In July of 1914 the
fruit steamer Limon arrived in
Boston with a report of having
seen the unidentified wreck of
@ ship just 20 miles northeast
of San Salvador. From it pro-
Jjected a mast, extending 30
feet from the sea, it

them.” That's apparently due
to nobody telling islanders
that the war was over until

when it had to be abandoned
by its crew. A steamer named
Ozda raced to the scene,

Standard-Times followed
Walter Wellman as he traced
Columbus® route. OF San Sal-
vador, Wellman wrote that
there are “no floors in their
huts, save the ground: no
windows, excepling shutters;
DO WAgONs OF CAITages; not i
store or place of business; nei-
ther doctors nor lawyers, and
few wear shoes.™

All observe Sabbath, he
noted, and roughly a dozen are
literate.

As for local government,
Wellman said that “consists
of one man, Local Magis-
trate Naim.” He is “monarch
of all he surveys, innsmuch
as he holds all the offices in
the island.” Wellman said. His
will was law, and for 30 years
be reigned there,

The Cunard Line investi-
gated the grounding of their
passenger liner of 22,600 tons,
Carmania in the Bahamas in
January, 1969. The ship hit a
sandbar-topped reef pear San
Salvador, and the crew had to
pump water from the bow and
order a tug from Bermuda.
Even though other inguiries
had found that the Admiralty
chart was inaccurate  and
showed over 120' w0 600
of water there, the Cunard
inquiry found “there was some
error of judgement on the part

three months after it ended. In 1969,
Captain Beryn Bradford of the  solo sailor
ill-fated schooner Nettie Ship-  Captain ~ Bill
man claimed that as he and  Verity of Fort
five other shipwreck survivors  Lauderdale,

tried to make their way ashore

they were prevented from  use a make-
doing so by armed San Sal-  shift  rudder
vadorians who “thought they as an  emer-
were Germans.™ gency  tiller

When their lumber cargo  for three miles
from Jacksonville broke free  during an

and destroyed the vessel, the
men grabbed what food they

could and made for the boats,  saifboat  only
in which they languished for 20 feet long
five or more days. Apparently  The  voyage
on being told they were not  from  Ireland
German and that the war was 1o San Salva-
over, all of them cclebrated  dor  Bahamas
by opening tins of fruit. They  took 115 days,
joined a trading schooner  after which he
named William B. Palmer and  planned to pro-
made their way 10 Nassau and  ceed 10 Nassau
New York. and then Flor-
In July of 1926, a British ida. Ripley's
freighter named Port Kembla  Believe it or
was on its way to New Zea-  Not found it
land from the UK and Virginia  noteworthy
when it ran aground on a reef  that the San
ledge off San Salvador. Cap-  Salvador light
tain C. Vandenberg and 68  was still hand
sailors made it ashore, where  operated  and
he enlisted the help of resi- it by kerosene

dents of the island to remove

was o large schooner that had
recently been overtumed.

The same happened in
1926, when Captain Scott of
La Perla said a derelict a three
masted  schooner  “bottom
up” was seen 200 miles north
of San Salvador. The mari-
ners could see 200 feet of the
bottom of the ship, but they
could not identify it — u hur-
ricane had recently preceded
this, and was expected to be
the culprit.

In 1919, shomtly after
the war with Germany had
ended, we Jearn that residents
of San Salvador “thought

Broken speaker? Finicky
zipper? Repair Cafes urge you
to fix it instead of pitch it
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and salvage cargo, which lyn Hanna was

included a i the  nation’s

of cases of champeg only  female

a complex salv keeper,  and _——
by a tug named Killeryig, the  she wound the

11.600-ton  ship (worth $4  mechanism

million) was lost. There were  every o  00rinthe 1800s
cars, chemises, and much hours. In an

more in the cargo, destined interview, she

for the fine shops of New Zea-
land. During the excitement,
folks could be seen playing a
piano on the beach and wear-
ing lingerie type garment and
holding Teddy bears from the
eclectic  cargo.  Eventually
SS Maravi, took the survivors
10 New York.

In 1934, the British steamer
named  Seven Scas Trader

noted that visitors take five
minutes 1o climb the tower’s
83 steps.

In the summer of 1992, a
group of boats, one called
Global Warning  and
pered by Roger Porter, sailed
in the Atlantic 500 rally from
Spain 1o San Salvador, 500
years after the Columbus
landing. In July of 1891, the

of the acting master, Staff
Captain  Mortimer  Hehir,”™
and he was demoted. They
found his actions prior to and
after the accadent exemplary,
however. All crew and 470
passengers were taken off by
the liner Flavia after five days
and taken to Miami, with Car-
mania freed from the reef and
towed to Norfolk for repairs.

of ol libraries also are ded-
wcated to repairing, trading,
and giving instead of buying
and selling.

Starting in  Washington
state in 2013, the Buy Noth-
ing Project maintains an app
and social media presence
that links people giving
things away with people
nearby who want them — a
worldwide network of gift

NEW PALTZ N.Y. (AP) — On a drizzly
Saturday morning late Jast month, the base-
ment of the New Paltz United Methodist
Church filled with old lamps, blunt knives,
malfunctioning sound mixers and balky
zippers.

About a dozen volunteers welcomed the
broken goods and their owners to a world-
wide movement that's evangelizing new
relationships between people and their
things.

Repair Cafes — free events where vol-
unteers with technical know-how help
neighbors fix myriad houschold items
— are part of a new brand of anticonsum-
erism that's trying to offer an alternative
to the mass-produced disposable goods
that have dominated the global economy
for the last half-century. Hllelpmg fuel that
maove Lo repairing, not buying, are LULS, con-
sumer prices, which climbed sharply again
last month as the war with Iran delivered
higher gasoline prices and more pain for
Americans.

After starting in the Netherlands with
a single event in 2009, Repair Cafe has

close 1o 850,000 items fixed a year.

"We need to change our mindset. We
need to change the economy.” Repair Cafe
founder Martine Postma said. 'Even if
Repair Cafes can't solve the problem alone,
then still they are a very clear sign that
change is needed on a much higher level.”

Repair Cafes are both a way to fix things
and to form community

In New Paltz, a Hudson Valley college
town about two hours from New York,
50 people brought about &5 items to the
Repair Cafe; an antique fan that required
rewiring. shirts. pants. jackets, stuffed ani-
mals, There were old family photos that
needed restoring and jewelry awamng work

u.Ecmomc upaw coach Dan Casey and his mother Diane
Casey work on a sound-mixing device at a Repair Cafe in New
Paltz, N.Y., May 23, 2026.
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extend the life of something. People form
relationships.”

The experts on hand fixed 71 of the items,
found that four nceded more work and
deemed 10 beyond repair. They said they

like restringing beads or clasps.

Repair experts waited behind long caf-
eteria tables 10 teach alteratives, giving
people chances to learn that Aawed goods
aren't automatically junk.

"Maybe their initial reason for coming is
monetary or sentimental.” organizer Holly
Shader said.

More than that. she added, it gives
people a chance to work together and

1 for the I joy of fixing
things, with networking as a side benefit.

“1 get 1o come and actually do the work
and meet the nice people and show them
how to put something together,” contractor
Patrick L. Murphy said.

Networks touting this new brand of anti-
consumerism are growing

The Buy Nothing Project. 'right to
repair” legislation, and a growing number

cconomies, as described on
its Facebook page.

Founder Liesl Clark said
the network has expanded
to at least 125 million
people on Facebook, show-
ing a growth rate with the
ability 1o influence corpo-
rate and state behavior,

"What was a social move-
ment has really become a
safety net for millions of
people,” she said. *People are seeing that
you don't have to go to the Amazons of the
world to get what you might need, there is a
robust material culture in your community.

“We want to change the way that the
world consumes.”

The movement "started as a social and

ic and envi I i ¥
she noted.

“There's going to be a conversation that
you have, when you and someone else
are fixing something together.” she said.
“We're finding that we're crossing a lot of
barriers.”




