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A Guide To Finding

Aircraft Crash Sites
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Overview:

* Did you realize that in New England there are so many aircraft wrecks, both
military and civilian, that on average there is one every 35 miles of land?
That is because historians like Jim Ignasher of New England Aviation
History.com and Larry Webster in Rhode Island have identified close to 2,000
air accidents, from losing a wheel to total destruction or missing in the
oceans.

* In Rhode Island there are at least 500 military accidents, starting in World
War Il, and some 150 civilian wrecks from 1906 to recent times. Minimum.

* In Massachusetts there are at least 375 military and 301 civilian airplane
mishaps, with over 150 occurring on Cape Cod or surrounding seas and
islands. Last year Eric spent many months finding a dozen and documenting
nearly 200 other WWII aircraft in Bahamas. Now he shares his focus on
women pilots, Cold War warriors, and lone fighter pilots who ditched in the
cold Atlantic, or into ponds and marshes and road near us.




Why (and why not) find historic aircraft?

A conundrum: a bit crazy to do this, and a bit crazy not to....

The aircraft are an amalgam of tragedy, honor, mystery, ‘just metal,
engineering, sleuthing. Finding them provides personal satisfaction, an
opportunity to meet folks with local knowledge and hear their stories
on instantly-common interests, and a wonderful way to get outside

and engage with nature, urban and all other environments, places,
wildlife.

On the negative side are bear traps, all bodies of water and mud,
trespassing dangers (shotguns, fences, gates, barbed wire), cold, dark,
storms, wrong information, loss of batteries, signal, threat of being
chased off land or water, many days searching alone with never
finding anything, vulnerability, boredom and did | mention bear traps?



Thanks to Jim Ignasher, New England Aviation H
Eric Wiberg, Mon 8 May 2023 7.30 pm, data from Aviation Archaelogy.com, Jim NMash New England Aviation History, Mike Stowe, Doug Campbell & many others.
Type | #5/N | Sgdn Grou Home Base Cod Code ba Pilot Eric | Age Sta Date Bee |Ra Town, Location
p = m te n |nk
Bridgeport Muni S Craehill. Richard e New Canaarf, CT, crashed into the front
P-478 |41-5991|63F5 |56FG Airport, CT 2 5 Ma:u_m’ Yes Far | 23 | CT |421012 e | 2 of a large private home at 310 Valley
’ Road owners John & Ruth Thayer Weeks
FEF-5 Bethpage Morwalk CT Andrews Field behind Bond
Hellca | 5BB29|Test ::;hp Grumman Testing 5 |Elizabeth Hooker Yes Far | 27 | CT |440608 :’;i 1 |Grill Walter Ave and Post Road, MARA
t central LI NY report TD440609CT
MNorth Stonington, CT "near" a large area, l
"exploding violently into flames on
impact" "disintegrated when it reached
point of compressibility in the dive".
short time later two trainers
were practicing dog fighting and
P-470 (42-8241|360FS |356FG|Groton Field, CT KEELD 5 |McElray, Harry 1 Ir :i?ﬁm 21 | €T |430513 1 |crashed into each other, landing in
Yes
) Close .5 Lakeview, Waltham, MA. Wertz b.1918
Westover Field, L .
B-25B |40-2284 [41BS [13BG ] BOoG | 5 |Wertz, Oscar Leland [H, Ma|a20529 1 |Kansas, died in Papual New Guinea on 23
Chicopee Falls, MA Waltha July 1943, "Crashed, crew bailed out"
m
Yes Lincoln, MA, at 9 Old Sudbury Rd, am in
IM-1 | 75192 zz:'?”': ::5 squantum, EER A lﬁf’ Ragsdale, W. E. Close .5 Ma| 250710 ;‘::: 1 |contact w/ home owners, historical
h NW societies, Arrowhead farm owner
aooc |*H Harrisburg, PA KEOO| g |Cooks, Ma]Charles ves 26 |MA]430204 Y/ 1 |Marion, MA (near)
19637 e Harvey Close pec




Who Were The Missing?

. o

ENNEDY Daniel 2 Concord crash golf KRAGER Nashewana 1943 collission McELROY, Harry KKIA in N Stonington  Mclaughlin Robert E Haverhill in World
course CT School 1938 War Il 762 p_64 (003)

Troverse, Robert S
Kenten, Ohio

o Fallana




Where and How to Look for Them? Notes




Young Asplund’s Aircraft into a Nearby Pond

The reason | write with this esoteric historical information is that Davisville Middle School abuts Sawmill Pond and
on 22 April 1944 a Navy fighter plane piloted by Oswald Eugene Asplundh landed in the same Sawmill Pond
following a training accident and fatal collision. The plane is said to have “crashed and burned to the waterline in
Sawmill Pond.” This per my esteemed colleague historian of NewEnglandAviationHistory.com Jim Nash of RI. By way
of background, | am an educator, historian, graduate or Roger Williams and URI, now based in Boston.

The reason | write is to ask whether you or any colleagues or students know of any sightings of a plane or plane
parts in Sawmill Pond over the years and whether there is any institutional history or memory of same at Davisville
Middle School? | was in Providence College archives last week and received the below amplifying information.

The founder of MAR / Marine Aviation Research my niche is finding historic planes on a very small budget — no
SCUBA, no boat, no plane, no metal detector. Using just a mask and boots | found a jet in Johns Pond Mashpee MA
as you can see at https://www.capenews.net/mashpee/news/chunk-of-1940s-fighter-jet-may-have-been-found-in-
johns-pond/article_a27d576d-c36b-578c-a970-b0378edc5cf6.html.

It would seem this plane meets the criteria and thankfully the remains of Ens. Asplundh have been removed and
buried long ago. Often just metal frames and parts remain. Do you know of any floating rafts or the depths of the
pond or whether anyone uses it or how someone like me (public) might access it? I've been going after a plane in
the ocean off Jamestown Rl and this is not far from there,
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\L, MO'\’DAY APBIL 24, 1944
> VICTIMS OF CRASH __.,
IDENTIFIED BY NAVY -

" Ensigns From Nebraska
* and Illinois Killed in
Quonset Accident

B Two naval aviators killed in a col-
N lision while in flight over Quonset§
"% Manor Saturday afternoon were}
.;}.‘~ identified yesterday by headquar- |
“lters of the First Naval District as
| Ens. Oswald Eugene Asplundh, Jr.,|
7| 21, of Glenview, IlL, and Ens.,Joseph
o| Clyde Rust, 22.501 Alliance, Neb

Ensign Asplﬁﬂ'dh's ‘body was re-
=l moved y: y from the wreckagg
iof his plane, which crashed mto
Sawmill ;Pond{ ‘close to the Navy

ol

FET ) 0¥

|housmg unit a the Manor, and sank
in the mud. R %‘.‘%3

%) Ensign Rust’s body was
| from theich M
plane 8 :
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British Royal Navy Aviators’ Graves in Newport
Farewell St. near U-boat Germans

* Their “base” was a fictional office, not a ship

* They crashed and died, from Britain in Rl w/ no ship, in Tiverton, Quonset —
all over. | visited a graveyard with the Vicar on a tractor

An RAF plane went up on its nose and the USN rescue watched as the pilot
without any help pulled its tail down to earth and taxied to hangar

Some of the pilot’s planes wrecked in Mackerel Cove, the propellers are near
shore.

On D-Day a PV-1 Ventura with the inventor of the forensic fingerprint crashed
off Jamestown killing pilot Sullivan and all 8 on board on a secret to Europe
via Nantucket. Took off from Quonset. Records at Providence College



FIRST DATE BURIE
RANK HMS SHIP CAUSE NOTES RN
NAME MIDDLE DIED D
RNVR
BERRY, Ed d W 5, Ty/Sub Lieut t(A), RNVR, FAA, 738 Sqn, Saker, 8 May 1343, ai h, '
- HMS Saker 11 Air crash, killed, in i " war " ¥/Sub Lieu e.nan { .} .qn .i.a & .“ alr cras FAA,
Rar Edward William | Temp. Sub. 8-May-43|stone frigate for mﬁmmWFM}mhmSﬂHLLEWHHmmmﬁmwQOm&&MmmIMﬂ&WmmmMMM . Not RI
v Sewers Lt. (Air) , € i " |Lewiston, Maine, where until 1945 it used the facilities at Naval Auxiliary Air Facility Lewiston for P
Fleet Air Arm lend-lease in US R sqn.,
operations
Saker
. Died on War Service .
Chatfield Raymaond Stoker 24-Mar-44 |HMS Riou (DOws) CHATFIELD, Raymond M, Stoker 2c, D/KX 163348, Riou, 24 March 1944, DOWS RN Npt RI
RNVR,
Temp. HMS Saker 11 Air crash, killed, in i ) FAA,
CLARKE, R d, Ty/Midsh A), RNVR, FAA, 738 S5qn, Saker, 30 March 1943, h,
Clarke Raymond Midshipman 30-Mar-43 stone frigate for  |Fleet Air Arm (FAA), illed aymond, Ty/Midshipman (4) an, aker are Alreras 738 Npt RI
(Air) Fleet Air Arm lend-lease in US Sqn.,
Saker
RNVR,
HMS Saker 11 Air crash, killed, in FAA,
T . Sub. ' N BODDINGTON, K th L, Ty/Sub Lieut t(A), RNVR, FAA, 1833 Sqn, Saker, 24 July 1543, ai i
Boddington |Kenneth Lester | - b " 24-Jul-43 |stone frigate for  |Fleet Air Arm (FAA), , enneth L, Ty/Sub Lieutenant (A) AN, 3KEL, <2 Y A lig3z  |Nptr
Lt. (Air) , i crash, killed
Fleet Air Arm lend-lease in US sqn.,
Saker
DILLON, Donald F, Ty/Sub Lieutenant (A), RNZNVR, FAA, 738 5qn, Asbury, 30 March 1943, air RNZNV
HMS Abury, sub- Air crash. killed. in crash, killed. Saker It had a satellite unit - known originally as HMS Asbury - which acted as shore R EAA
Dillon Donald Erederick TEH’IE- Sub. 30-Mar-43 tg—Saker 11, stone Fleet Air Arm (FAA), based translt.acmmmf:ﬁdatmn of the Royal Navy located just ouulde.r\!ew York City.[2] It was used 138 NpERI
Lt. (Air) frigate for Fleet lend-lease in US by crews picking up ships allocated to the Royal Navy under the provisions of Lend-Lease and by san
Air Arm crews sent to collect ships that had been undergoing long term repair, refitting or construction at an.

Raymond Montague Clarence “Monty”
Chatfield ©

BIRTH

1925
Uckfield, Wealden District, East Sussex, England

24 Mar 1944 (aged 18-19)
Newport, Newport County, Rhode Island, USA

Island Cemetery
Newport, Newport County, Rhode Island, USA Q Show Map

Annex, along the back fence-Navy Sec. Plots 172-177. Grave 18.

Saker
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Young Cassidy ordered to fly to land in storm,
heard over Providence, never found — can anyone
help? For decades he has been searched for.....

i§ Flnd ) GRQVE“ MEMORIALS ~ CEMETERIES  FAMOUS  CONTRIBUTE

e -
o, e

e T

MONUMENT

LTJG Arthur J Cassidy ©

BIRTH 5Jul 1919
New York, New York County, New York, USA

DEATH 30 Mar 1943 (aged 23)
At Sea

MONUMENT © East Coast Memorial
Manhattan, New York County, New York, USA

PLOT Tablets of the missing

MEMORIAL ID 56760101 - View Source
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The Case of Cassidy over North Providence

Transcript-Telegram

01 Apr 1943, Thu - Page 6 Sun-Journal

e -;l-‘-.-- e e .S., School Yearbooks, 01 Apr 1943, Thu - Page 6
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USS Ranger an Aircraft Carrier was at Quonset
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FINDING A 1949 JET IN JOHNS POND MASHPEE MA FALL 2023

=

0 swam to the aid of Knav s

PLANE

tinued from the First I’uul
Limes before he realized some-
thing was wrong, He ran to the
edge of the [pond] he said, just
in time to see the tail assembly
of the fighter plane go down
Rushing back he dragged the
dory which had been put up for
the Winter to the pond and
rowed furiously to where Lt
Knov was floundering in the the
water, his Mae West life pre-
server only half inflated.

Fiver's Pals Rush to Seene

I the meantime, two of Lt Knoy's
flight con INIDIONS, \‘;\pl Rh_\'d! E
Roons and Lt Guy W. Otto, from

the saume formation had landed thelr

planes and arrived in jeeps. The SAVES PLANE PILOT—Henry F

'w- ql.m rs sta .((1 m \\' un 10 lhr Godleski Arlmgton
[ .
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® Johns Pond Mashpee Otis AFB, Fall
2023

Mashpee, MA - March 20, 1949

John’s Pond, Mashpee

On March 20, 1949, 2nd | ¢, william C. Knoy was on a routine training
flight over Cape Cod. As he was returning to Otis AFB his aircraft suffered a
power loss. With only seconds to react, he aimed his jet towards John's
Pond in Mashpee, and crash landed in the water. The crash was witnessed
by Lt. Col. Joseph C. Smith who had been flying in the area.

Knoy was rescued by Henry F. Godleski a local resident using a
rowboat.

The newspaper story published five days later stated the aircraft had not
yet been recovered.

Republic F-84C - U.S. Air Force Photo

The aircraft was an F-84C (Ser# 47-1453) assigned to the 59FS, 33 FG.
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O Q ()  https://www.capenews.net/mashpee/news/chunk-of-1940s-figh

MENU

Town News Obituaries Sports Entertainment Police & Fire

Johns PoOnd in Mashpee last Friday. Mr. Wiberg believes the piece is a remnant of a fighter jet that
crashed in the pond in 1949.

DIANE VERSCHURE
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A New England Air Express passenger craft which

crashed in the Bahamas, October, 1948.
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Mashpee - Falmouth, MA - October 9, 1951

October 9, 2015

Mashpee-Falmouth Area

Massachusetts - October 9, 1951

ks Bl s On October 9, 1951, a U. S. Air Force F-94 Starfire jet was coming
» in for a landing at Otis Air Force Base in Falmouth, Massachusetts,
when a wingtip fuel tank, reported to be, “"probably
empty”, unexpectedly fell away and came down in a wooded area
somewhere to the west of a traffic rotary on Route 28 in the nearby
town of Mashpee, Massachusetts. The pilot estimated that the tank
might have landed far enough to the west of the traffic rotary that it
came down in Falmouth.

A search for the missing tank was instituted, but as of October
12th it hadn’t been found. The tank was described as being about five
feet long, cigar-shaped, and made of aluminum. Citicens with any
information as to its whereabouts were asked to notify Falmouth police

F-94 Starfire or Otis base.
U.S. Air Force Photo
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# WHEN  WHERE DETAILS

1 5/9/64 North Parsonfield Maine, York Cty skull, bones, shallow grave, dirt
road, prob. Not an aviator

2 5/22/75 Burlington, MA, by Merrimack River  skeletal in army fatigues, sweater,
garison belt, Levi Jeans, not likely a flier, metal necklace w/ Thespian logo, sneakers

3 3/10/77 Atlantic Ocean, Point Judith Rl 30 miles off body w bullet in left hip
4 12/23/80 Narragansett, Whale Rock to Narragansett Pier, Rl same body
parts found 8/18/77 same area

5 9/16/81 Scarborough ME, beach near Rosebrier Motel  partial skeletal of right
radius (hand?) near hotel Cumberland Cty Maine, on beach at Scarborough ME

6 7/11/82 Brewster, MA, Cape Cod central bones parts, believed male adult
died 1978-1980

7 2/5/83 Pine Point Beach, Scarborough, Cumberland Cty, Maine  skeletal lower
jaw tangled in beach debris at Pine Point Beach, Scarborough ME

8 11/21/83 Potter's Cove, Jamestown Rl single specimen found fishermens net

9 8/30/84 Taunton, MA, SW of Boston partial skeletal parts found construction

daread
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Women Aviators in New England

First Woman To Fly An Airplane In New England - 1912 | New ...

New England Aviation History | from author and historian Jim Ignasher » first-woman-to-fly-an-airplane-in-ne._.
Jmemmet Jan 26, 2016 ... The event occurred at the 3rd Boston Aero Meet scheduled to be held at Harvard Field in

Squantum, Massachusetts, from June 29, to July 6, 1912.

Ruth Bancroft Law First Woman To Fly In Rhode Island | New ...

newenglandaviationhistory.com » tag » ruth-bancroft-law-first-woman-._ .
. Mar 10, 2017 ... Providence, R. |, Sept. 2 — Lincoln Beachey was the principal performer this afternoon at an
h aviation meet held at Narragansett Park over the ...

Andover Massachusetts Plane Crash | New England Aviation History
newenglandaviationhistory.com » andover-massachusetts-plane-crash

: Feb 16, 2018 ... On the evening of August 5, 1951, an amphibious airplane with four persons aboard, (two
men, two women) ... women were still inside and unconscious ...

Andover, MA. — August 5, 1951 | New England Aviation History
New England Aviation History | from author and historian Jim Ignasher » andover-ma-august-5-1951
Oct 11, 2023 ... Andover, Massachusetts - August 5, 1951 On the evening of August 5, 1951, an amphibious airplane

with four persons aboard, (two men, .
24



Norwalk, Connecticut - June 9, 1944

Updated July 1, 2017

On June 9, 1944, Elizabeth Hooker, (27) a test pilot for Grumman
Aircraft in Bethpage, Long Island, was flying a fighter plane at 8,000 feet
over Long Island Sound when the aircraft caught fire. She directed the
plane towards shore and bailed out when it had dropped to 1,500 feet. She
had tried to make the plane settle in the water, but instead it continued on
and crashed in a swamp near a house in Norwalk. Miss Hooker came down
about a mile from the crash site unharmed except for singed eyebrows.

Grumman sent a seaplane to bring her back to Long Island.
The type of aircraft wasn't mentioned.
Source: The New York Times, “Girl Flier Bails Out” June 10, 1944

Update:

The aircraft was a F6F-5 Hellcat, (Bu. No. 58829). Miss Hooker took off for the test flight at 2:08 p.m., and at 2:39
p.m. radioed Grumman Tower that her plane was on fire, and at 2:41 p.m. that she was bailing out. The plane

crashed in a swampy area near Walter Avenue and Post Road. The aircraft burned so completely that a cause for the
accident could not be determined.

Mrs. Edith |. Sawyer of Vermont | New England Aviation History

newenglandawviationhistory.com » tag » mrs-edith--sawyer-of-vermont

_:',‘,Ef:_ Jan 25, 2017 ... Sawyer, a reporter on the Evening News in this city, has the distinction of being the first
%%E‘--—%E* woman in Vermont to make a balloon ascension.

= 25
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Process, Template: News, Intel, Maps, Photos

Z5Jan 14d8, 1hu Fage £

Bomb Had Struck Girl, 3, Tells How Crash
In Arlington | Of Plane Set Home Afire

eyowitness of the plane|
rash In Arlington was Miss Mar-| This is the way a three.year- .  The Maspero home is
(aret McNell, who lives with ber| od girl, playing (n her Win. |tractive ranch-type
ister, Catherine, and thelr elderly) chester dining room, deseribed ::,u&“ ¢ knell. b ks
(arents, Mr. and Mrs. John A. Mc- the ermsh into her house of & Jet
Cell ot 134 Westminster av, The plane today:

rash occurred between the rear| \ scr :ﬂmg'%l“
ur:r'mm:tnm

{ their bame, & house a1 14 Weat.|  “A plane crashed. There was |
noreland st and the home of Mrs & Aire, and my house burned | py,
tichard Rice at 2M Lowell st :

dows got all dirty, mother house
"1 saw the plane seem to skim Im»t‘ me.” 2 ﬂ;?.wm imha'.'%
| tree-1op,” sald Miss MeNell, and alone at the time. wat more badly
hen hi the ground, sownding A% | Thews  words came  from G8 b

fire, :
f a borbh had strock, It shook . Bousguet
Be whole house snd 1 thought it ;‘:‘”“"" Janet Maspero s | T :{.:".'.';...‘2:" Tuneh,
vould cave In" ale a jam sandwich "‘5 “wires came down all over
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THANK YoOU!!

Thanks to Jim Ignasher (Sea Cadet), Douglas E.
Campbell ( USN-Ret.) Joe Yukna, Caitlin, Geoff, and
Diane Fitzgerald, G. de Ramel, Capt. Paul Aranha,
Larry Webster, Wickes & Claire Helmboldt, many
volunteers without whom we find very little.

In memory of those whose aircraft are lost along
with them, and not yet found. We will keep trying.

Leads welcome at eric@ericwiberg.com
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