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Eric Wiberg - Wrecks of The Bahamas
DRUG PLANE WRECKS OF

BIMINI AND FLORIDA STRAITS

A MIAMI Herald arti-
ce from September, 1980
provides some  explanation
why South Bimini became
the destination du

only communication on the
field is a radio in a snack bar
that closes at sunset. Boats
can come within several hun-
dred yards of the runway. No
police live on South Bimini,
and the customs officers are

accommodating
‘The DEA actually watched
Bahamian law enforcement
help meri ok into a brown
ubans then
bougm a w-lcrhunl house
and two Coavair aircraft with
duplicate tail numbers, one of

1 aigh, they switched them,
the cargo
'rmh o then e ook

1980, a
straight lawman named Ezca
Curry cleaned up Bimini
substantially. leaving just two
drug planes on the runway, a
shot-up A-26, which the DEA
monitored, and a DC4.

“Wreckage of aircraft in
the thick forests, clear off-
ﬂm waters, and sandy

hes give this tiny island
[Nnnh Bimini] the appear-
ance of a World War II
battlefield.” well-known
Miami chld journalist, Carl
Hiaaser te after a visit
lnBimlm'mlhelmllwu
“n favoured spot to unload &

irug plane and ferry its illicit
mgo 50 miles by speedboat.
Crashed drug
tered near the [South Bimini]
vy and skeletal wmcl(-
age cerily protrudes
the ice-clear shl.l.lml nﬂ
shore—testimony m Bimini's
among

nnd alien

smugglers” One smuggler,
Luis “Kojak” Garcia, refer-
enced in 2 previous column,
even used a DC3, Mmhn.
and Fairchild 27 with the
‘Bahamas flag on them.

One of the most photo-
genic beached drug planes
crashed just short of the
runway at Bimini and was
apparently salvaged. The

-running aircraft crash-
landed on a beach while
engaged in a smuggling
of narcotics, according to

Tis last known oper-
ator was T Aero Guaviare
(TAGUA) of Colombia.

bia, flying since wmc years
in this Tagua livery. But one
day, or better one night, she
was spotted flying at very low
altitude over the Caribbean
Sea from Noﬂhﬂn Colom-
bia to the Bahamas. The most
probable scenario is that she
was detected by an overhead
fying US Patrol aircraft,
Ilke the P-3 Orion. That air-
raft with an AWACS-like
Snteona dih on top of its
fuselage had picked up the
Dakota on her down-looking
radar or heat-detecting infra-
red camera.

“What happened often is
that the pilots of the suspect
plane were summoned to
land on a major for
a checkout. The pilots of this

agua DC-3, like ke many other
pﬂou of d ait-
craft, opted Instead to land in
nearby shallow waters or on
a btldL Irymg 10 escape their

l reported  some
tme carler it 8 DC3
“HK-1505" had made an
emergency landing on a
farm in the Zulia state, Ven-
caucla, on a drug smuggling
February, 1

four Colombian crew d.mp
peared, but it's not certain if
it was the same aircr

‘The engines of the beached
'r.m DC-3 were later taken
off,as they are the most valu-
able part on the plane. O his
Dakota Hunter blog. Weis-
‘man explains further.

“It was not uncommon
that certain DC-3s vanished.
or were seized and scrapped
or declared lost while that
very same aircraft a year later
or 50 popped up with a new
livery. registration numl
and 4 different Manufactur-
er's Plate/Tag and Factory
serial number riveted inside
the cockpit. This ‘transform-
ing' of airframes could well
have been practiced in the
drug hauling circuit for obvi-
ous reasons: 1o deceive
authorities Worse, there were
onynl.l/kgll owners, who

lost aircraft in cont tions
bylllc judicial authorities and
were accused of drug traf-
ficking themselves. though
actually innocent and victims

A DEA ghoto shows a twin prog airplane drapping drugs over the ocean.

of theft. With no trials, the
‘distressed" aircraft vanished
out of sight for a year, oaly to
reappear with a new ID, now
hands of the same author-
nm that had seized the
aircraft some years earfier.”

In Scptember 1984, the
Mhmi erald reported that
only in Bimini
5 the ou early 1980s ever went
to ,.u and that was simply

because be couldn’t pay bail!
About a third of the island
group's income was related
to smuggling. When some-
one wll arfested o the
North Bimini dock, locals
clumnd “artest the police.
too! They're all involved in
it.” Even a former Florida
policeman named Robert
Acana was arrested for flying
282 pounds of cocaine into
BlmlnL

As one can imagine, crazy

things happen when stakes
are 5o high and the equip-
ment is so fast. There were
gun battles between police
boats and drug-running
go-fast boats at 156 castern
approaches to Nassau at the
time. In daytime you
see these fast boats on the
water, and on weckends
some would come over from
Miami in the morning and
go back at night. Accord-
ing to one report from the
mud-1980s, “police in Bimini
found themselves in a gun
battle with three men who

bid landed n 8 private DC-3
ned fire with auto-
nuhc weapons. And a police

In a 1987 article, ‘the Miami
Herald provided a clear sum-
mary of the actual drug route:
a plm brings the mini inun

of 350 kilos--at $3,000
kilo-and drops it in the e
over The Babamas. (Al that
time Long Island and pl

of

balloons were preferred hx‘a-
tioas for the drop.) Infrared

beacons then guide boats o
find the floating . The
smugglers have counter sur-
veillance planes spying to
avoid government interfer-
ence. A warchouse in Miami
serves as a sophisticated
communications  command

coys.

"an of  Colombians
gather opealy in Alice Town,
waiting. The unlighted airfield
at South Bimini & said to be
the site for regular night-time
drug traffic” another article
in the Miami Hclald from
June 1981 recol

But not all bm cal
were _comfortable with the
situation. “With seven Royal
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SCHEDULE
MAXIMUM WHOLESALE
SELLING PRICE PER U.S. MAXIMUM RETAIL
GALLON SELLING PRICE
PLACE ARTICLE | MAXIMUM MAXIMUM | PER U.S. GALLON
SUPPLIERS' (VAT
PRICE PRICE
s s s
PARTA
NEW PROVIDENCE INCLUDING SEA FREIGHT
SUN OIL LTD LEAD FREE 4.92 4.92 ‘ 577
PART C
GRAND BAHAMA INCLUDING SEA FREIGHT
(NOT FREEPORT)
SUN OIL LTD LEAD FREE 481 499 ‘ 581
PARTD
ABACO, ANDROS NOT INCLUDING SEA FREIGHT
ELEUTHERA
SUN OIL LTD LEAD FREE 452 618 594
| l
ALL OTHER FAMILY NOT INCLUDING SEA FREIGHT
ISLANDS
SUN OIL LTD LEAD FREE 493 518 ’ 598
PERMANENT SECRETARY
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A CRASHED plim m Bimini.

to: Hans Wiesman/The Dakota Hunter blog

ANOTHER plane wreck in Bimani.
Photo: Hans Wiesman/The Dakota Hunter blog

AN AIRPLANE nose down off a runway in Bimini.

Bahamas Defence Force cut-
ters at best to patrol 100.000

uare miles of ocean, it's
a  smuggler’s paradise.”
Captain Richard Stanczyk
commented. “Any place you
have o camy a gun i, 10
place for

it b scon plenty of
military, private, business,
and drug running related

Cessnas in 1988 and 1996, a
Cessna and an Aero Com-
mander in 1995 and 1978,

Mooney in 1984, a Piper in
1974, 1975, 1993, and 1977
one destroyed in 1998, one in
1997 a Cessna and Dessault
that crashed into each other
in 1993 due to “inadequate
visual Tookout by the pilots
of both aircraft resulting in
their failure 10 see and avoid
cach other,” according to

«

Airways.
1991, another
in 1977 a large Grumman
amphibian seaplane in 1977
1985, and 1982 another
Chalks amphibian plane in
1975, and a Maule in 1995.
These aircraft seem to have
come. on
main islands in Bimini-from
Gun to Cat to Ocean Cay-
-as well as the waters east of
(sh:llml}nndwes‘l of (deep).

Although umably
not dmg—mlnu:d. an_article
in USA Todsy in Decem-
ber of 1986 cclebeates an
unlikely survival. The head-
line announced Pilot Repels
Sharks with Sneaker Attack.
It's about Walter Wyatt, 324
privae pilot who crahed at
Cay Sal Banks and floated
for 15 hours before the US
Coast Guard was able to
rescue him. He ditched the

plan on his way from Nassau |
1o Forda it lseniog tha |
had !

1

Huid from his mmpm
In August 1986, Trey Wolf- |
hart of Fort Lauderdale was |
llyinga Pipcl Cherokee from ;
to Florida |

whcl\ k I.lm ditched in the
ocean and drifted for two |
hours before Bahamas Air 1
and Sea Rescue (BASM) i
and the US Co:
rescued him and Iook hlm lo 1
Nassau.
D the boom-hoom I
drug-trafficking years, one 1
Bimini local in the trade |
built a $2M home on the |

waters were littered  with
“underwater wrecks of al

way’s eastern end. A Miami
Herald article from June, !
1990 recorded the hangover |
effect that descended onto !
the island after the crack-
down on illicit trafficking
gan in earnest in 1987 “A

un
grey cinder block] attest to
the day whea the casy drug

W%“ or the lives of the
profiteers did.

Smuggling has never been
new to the western islands
of the Bahamas. where the
glow of America looms over
the horizon within sight.
Nor is the trade ever likely
o be compleuly extin-
wished. large  scale

smuggling oi cocaine and
‘marijuana resulted in Bimini
and  surrounding  waters
being littered with dozens
of plane many of
which can still be seen to this
. They remain a sad testa-
‘ment to this intense epoch.




