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Pllot Radio being towed into Hamilton, Bermuda, in
April 1930. Photograph courtesy Bob Ryzewski.

Eric Wiberg MN'23 has been
following up on an intriguing
story that began at 1:30 PM on

September 11, 1930. At that time,
aviators Lewis Yancey, Emile
Burgin, and Zeh Bouck were wrap-
ping up a pioneering, months-long
20,000-mile flight from the United
States, around South America,
and back again, in their plane, the
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Stinson Detrouter single-wing
float plane powered by a Wright
Brothers engine. That moming the
trio had flown over Haiti, Cuba, and
had their sights set on Miami, their
final stop, just hours away, when
suddenly a bracket holding the
engine broke, causing the plane
to shake violently. They decided
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to make an emergency landing
near Great Exuma Island in the
Bahamas. As its floats touched the
ground, one of them snarled in the
mud, causing the craft to flip upside
down and catch on fire. All three
men survived the crash but were
forced to abandon the plane. Now,
95 years later, the Detroiter still lies

somewhere beneath the sands.
Since 2021, Wiberg, who grew
up in the Bahamas and became
intrigued by the story of the Pilot
Radio, has joined a small, dedicat-
ed team that has made half a doz-
en expeditions to find the wreck-
site of this historic aircraft. His
latest research trip was in March,
when he was accompanied by an
archaeologist and a naval officer
and employed the use of metal
detectors and drones. Though
less successful than anticipated,
the team learned much about local
navigation and property deeds in
the 1930s. The hunt continues.
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