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The drug plane saga of Chubb Cay

THE most visited extant
drug plane wreck in the Berry
Islands is a twin-engine DC-3.
It lies partly out of the water in
just 6 feet near shore just in-
side Cistern Cay, near Great
Harbour. According to local
legend and Kraken Yachts, the
aircraft ran out of fuel while
waiting for permission to land
on Cistern Cay.

The truth is often wilder
than fiction, though. This
Douglas C-47 (aka DC-3) air-
craft crashed in flames on
Friday, 1 July, 1983, carrying
300 pounds of marijuana. The
crash was reported a week
later by the Mexican news-
paper El Siglo de Torreon.
The bodies of two Dominican
citizens were found and re-
trieved from the wreck, with
the whereabouts of their burial
unknown.

On May 11 ten years earlier,
a twin-engine Lockheed air-
plane with two people aboard
also crashed four miles north
of Chub Cay (also spelled
Chubb Cay), in the Berry Is-
lands en route to Florida, ac-
cording to The Tribune news-
paper. One of the bodies – that
of a young man – was found in
four feet of water by CID skin
divers, near a cockpit plane
seat. Also recovered by the

police were five bags con-
taining 240 lbs. of marijuana.
The bags of already-wet drugs
were cut open and dumped
into the sea, and the US Fed-
eral Aviation Administration
(FAA) joined authorities in
the search.

The pilot, Mike Zorovich,
Sr, had rented the aircraft in
Fort Lauderdale, telling his
family he would return that
same day. Zorovich, assumed
to be the pilot of the plane,
was thought to be the operator
of a fish export and trading
business. Once the crash was
discovered, his son, Mike Jr,
had the sad duty of reporting
that the body found was not
that of their father. The Tri-
bune reported the details in a
May, 1983 article. “The plane
crash victim’s body was iden-
tified as that of Clinton Bruce
Bunn, of Fort Lauderdale.”

The 17 April, 1982 Miami
Herald recorded another inci-
dent of drug-related violence
in the area. Pan Am pilot
Lawrence Holdoway, 62, and
his wife Audrey were an-
chored in their 37’ sailboat
Whip Rey in the Joulter Cays
near Chub when Bernard
Brown, 45, his 16-year-old
son James, and 15-year-old

Loftus Rolle, of Lowe Sound,
Andros, boarded the boat.
After reportedly asking for
“matches, water and food”
they demanded drugs at gun-
point. Within moments two of
three men had been shot and
killed, with James Brown’s
body being found washed
ashore. Four years earlier, Leo
and Bunny Ryan had reported
a similar attack by similar as-
sailants. The incident high-
lights the escalating violence
and tension caused and
heightened by intense drug
smuggling activities in the
area.

Even the Bahamas Defence
Force was implicated, ac-
cording to The Miami Herald,
which reported another inci-
dent at the time. "Some Amer-
ican boaters say they have
been shaken down by Defence
Force gun boats. Jim
Davidoff, a mate on the sport
fisherman Born Free, said sev-
eral Bahamian marines from
the cutter Abaco boarded the
boat with machine guns, three
weeks ago near Chub Cay to
search for drugs. The US
consul and DEA claimed no
Americans had reported such
incidents, and an RBDF
spokesman said there were
impersonators at work.”

Aircraft wrecked in the
Berry Islands in this period in-
clude a Cessna at Stirrup Cay
in 1977, a Gulfstream at Chub, a Piper at Little Whale

Cay, and another three
Cessnas, a Piper and a
Mooney at Great Harbour
C a y.

In a December 1980 inci-
dent, a heavily-armed Amer-
ican liquor store owner aboard
the 45’ sailboat Bel Esprit
warded off an armed attack by
a boat near Morgan’s Bluff
after a gunfight. The Bel Es-
pirit was rescued from the
pursuing boat near Chub Cay
after a Bahamian patrol plane
arrived and began circling
overhead[and the boats broke
off the chase,” according to
another Miami Herald article.

A 1981 study by the same
newspaper, noted that the
Great Harbour Cay drug
market of the northern Berry
Islands was largely controlled
by a criminal group run by
Louis ‘Kojak’ Garcia, and the
Whale Cay area was run by
Ronald Markowski, who was
affiliated with an integrated
family trucking firm out of In-
diana. Chub Cay was con-
trolled by Jamiel “Jimmy”
Chagra and Robert Twist, Sr.

Garcia, however, flipped
from boss to bait three years
later, as the millionaire co-
caine smuggler was used by
the DEA in 1984 to entrap and
convict others in the illicit
trade.

Bahamian officials were
also caught up in the activity.
Reports at the time show that
“Samuel Leroy Miller, 47,
chairman of the National Pro-
gressive Committee in
Nassau, and John Jonathan
Rolle, 40, a senior immigra-
tion officer, were convicted of
conspiracy to import co-
caine.” Garcia testified that he

paid Miller and Rolle
$100,000 cash in a suitcase in
Miami to provide fuel, radios,
and cargo transfer services
when he flew 800 pounds of
cocaine into Great Whale
C a y. ”

According to reports,
“Miller was recorded offering
to sell protection for the use of
Great Whale Cay to trans-ship
900 lbs. of cocaine for a start,
and to get Garcia off the Ba-
hamas’ stop list.” This intelli-
gence was found in the files of
now US Supreme Court Chief
Justice John G. Roberts, when
he was Associate Counsel to
President Ronald Reagan.

Robert Twist Sr, 58, was de-
scribed in a Ft Lauderdale
Sun-Sentinel article at his sen-
tencing in 1984 as “a Fort
Lauderdale boat captain sen-
tenced to 15 years for the im-
portation to South Florida of

29 tons of marijuana from
Colombia, the Bahamas, and
Jamaica between 1978 and
1984.” Twist brought down
with him his 33-year-old son
Robert Jr, and other men in
their 20s and 30s, who each
received at least six months in
prison.

Jimmy Chagra was re-
garded as the most significant
importer of marijuana into the
US and central US during the
1960s and 1970s, and was im-
plicated for killing a US judge
named John H. Wood in 1979.
Wikipedia notes that Chagra
was accused (but acquitted)
of hiring hitman Charles Har-
relson (actor Woody Har-
relson's father) to kill Wood
for $250,000.

According to reports in
Best of Coast to Coast in
April of 2025, it was ru-
moured that Chagra’s fear-
some reputation and financial
backing enabled him to “have
his boats and planes go
through or by the Bahamas
without interference, and also
go up to Boston and introduce
himself to mob boss and god-
father of New England, Ray-
mond Patriarca. He worked
out a deal that would allow
drugs to be safely unloaded
off the ships on the Boston
coastline.”

Finally, in April 1987, the
Orlando Sentinel reported that
a Cessna 402-B was tracked
entering Bahamas from Cuba
and followed to Chub Cay.
When the aircraft landed
there--tracked by a Customs’
Citation radar-equipped jet--
an OPBAT helicopter manned
by DEA landed right behind
them, arrested five young
men, and confiscated 761
pounds of cocaine. This air-
craft was likely flown to
Nassau, where it was lined up
with many others along the
primary national airport and
shown off before being auc-
tioned and sold.

If allowed to sit too long, or
if pilots hired to fly the planes
were unfamiliar with the
model or suspicious of the
condition, these planes might
just be left there as another in-
cidental cost of doing business
in that trade.

1987 testimony of Louis ‘Ko j a k ’ Garcia.
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Jimmy Chagra, right, after being acquitted of the murder-
for-hire of Judge John H. Wood thanks to a crafty attorney
named Oscar Goodman, on the left.
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and the Berry Islands

Roundup of American drug trafficking suspects on Chubb Cay in 1981.
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Wreck of a Douglas C-47 in water at Great Harbour Cay.
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Drug boats confiscated by the Royal Bahamas De-
fence Force in the Berry Islands.
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LOCAL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
SEEKS TO EMPLOY THE FOLLOWING:

Specialty Construction Supervisor, Construction Supervisor, 
Mechanical Supervisor, Maintenance Supervisor, 

Construction Specialist, Specialty Technician, Site Supervisor, 
Technician Specialist, Site Engineer, Project Engineer, MEP Project Manager, 

Heavy Equipment Maintenance Supervisor, MEP Manager, 
Project Manager and Quantity Surveyor 

Please send CV/Resumes via email – landpresumes@gmail.com
ONLY SERIOUS, WELL PREPARED BAHAMIANS NEED APPLY.
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