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Additional Remarks: B-5 report in file.
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MEMORANDU}M FOR FILE

Subject: Summary of Statements by Survivors of the LUCILLE My 49 ton ¢
Nova Scotian Schooner, Owner: F.W. Sutherland and Sons,
Lockeport, Nova Scotia,

157 The LUCILLE M was shelled by a surfaced submarinc at 0300
GMT, July 25, 19h2'im L2.Ll N - 65.38 W (90 miles South and & mile sfas
of Seal Island), while enroute from Lockeport, N.S. to Brovn or George's
Bank on a sailfishing cxpedition. The vesscl was badly damaged, but was
not sezn to sink. ‘

=0 The schooner had hove to awaiting daylight to continue fish-
ing, no other vessels were in sight., The sca was calm and visibility ex-
tremely poor. A light was on the binnacle compass; but no lights were
burning.

3 The noisz of the sub's heavy dicsel motors werc heard for two
hours before the attack, (apparently charging her batteries) but it was
thought they might be from a friendly patrol vesssl. The poor visibility
and dark night prevented sighting of the sub. No warning shots werc fired
but the first shots wer: high and hit the sails and top hamper. The sub
fired about 20 large shells at a rate of’2 per minute from less than 100
yards, and several irrcgular bursts from the twin machine guns, into the
schooner and the stern was shot away, wheel housc demolished, and shells
could be hcard puncturing the hull and htting in the ice. The shelling
continued for about one hour. No radio cquipment was aboard.

L. The crew of 11 abandoned thc schooncr in a dory, and rowed
100 miles to shorz, landing at Shelburne, Nova Scotia, Four of thz crew
were wounded, but all survived.,

- The sub was described as LOO to 500 feet long, with a stroam-
lined conning tower. The bow sloped sharply backwards and the eraft had
a sloping stern. One semi-automatic L" gun was mounted forward and twin
machine guns were firced from the conning tower. No aft gun was obscrved.
The dory containing the survivors was so close to the sub they could hear
the crow work the gun breech and the cartridge cases fall to the deck and
splash overboard; but poor visibility prevented accurate obscrvation. The
survivors heard somsonc aboard the sub cxclaim in perfect tnglish, "The
damm thing won't sink",

6. The master stated that he had heard gunfire (about 50 rounds)
at noon on July 2k, in the same position, and also claims to have scen
planes L times during Friday afternoon.

CC: ONL.B-8, 16-Z (L copics), F-10, Cominch, Géfinch F~21-22, F-252, F-353,
F-37 (C & R), Op-20-G-li, Op-23-L, Op-28, Op-30, Op-39, BuShips, BuOrd
(Re=6-B), BuOrd, Atlantic Floct Anti-Submorine Unit, BuPers-6, DIO 1,

FedigEh, Gl B0 30,11, 39, Qs dh 10 W,
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DISPATCHES

REMARKS

LUCILE M., a Nova Scotian fishing schooner of 54 tons,
was shelled by a submarine 0700Z/25 July at position
L2-LL4 N., 65-38 W. Vessel was badly damaged, with its
fate unknown. 4 of the crew were wounded, but all were
landed safely at Shelburne, N.S. The submarine was
reported as being large (400 feet), and had 2 guns,

1 semi-automatic, the other a twin-machine gun, in
conning tower. BEnemy gave no warning before opening
attack, but addressed survivors in perfect English
after they had abandoned ship, saying, "Bad luck,
boys, we cannot help it." After shelling schooner,
U-boat fired 20 rounds semi-automatic at 100 yards,
and 200 rounds mechine gun. One of the crew was
heard to remark in English: "The damn things will
not sink." The Captain of the schooner states he had
heard the submarine on the surface 2 hours before the
attack, and that she remained on the surface 2 hours
after they had sbandoned ship. The Captain further
stated that he heard at least 50 rounds of gunfire
near him the noon of July 24th. in same peosition. Sea
calm. Weather hazed. Admiralty informed. NAVY OTTAWA
CANADA C TO COMINCH C&R 27/2235Z.

Shelled and sunk 25th. July. COMINCH C&R C TO COMNAVEU
LONDON 282101.
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