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That hapnened:

Deseription of Sub:

Survivors: 13 killed, 3L landed Shelburne byHMCS MELVILLE on 19th.

Additional Lemarks:
B-5 report in file.



17 May - Possibly attacked by sub 39-33N 62-587 approximately 03032/17.
29 July - Two torpedo hits
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CONFIDENTIAL _ NAVY DEPARTMENT (,Q'l'-". “';.|‘ il', IN CHIEF
-LEET
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations Rhy['f[P
=g fff Washington

1942 JUL 29 11 54
July 27, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR FILE

Subject: Summary of Statements by Survivors of SS "FORT QUAPPELLEM,
British Freighter, 7127 G.T., Owner: Wm. Thompson and Co.,
Chartered to British Ministry of War Transport.

il The "“FORT QUAPPELLE" was torpedoed without warning at 0252
GMT, May 17, 19L2, at 39950t N - 63°36' W, whilc enroute from Vancouver
to the United Kingdom. The ship sank at 033? GliT, same date and posi-
tiony.

e The ship was sailing North at 10 knots, blacked out, radio
silent, not zigzagging, 2 lookouts: 1 on forecastle, 1 on the bridge.
The weather was good, moderate seas, Northeast wind force 3-L, good
wvisibility, no ships in sight.

i The first torpedo hit well below the water line in No. 2
hold on starbeoard side, and half an hour later a second torpeds hit in
an identical position but on port side. The month old ship was practi-
cally cut in two, and 500 tons of acetone werc exploded by the second
torpedo, the ship caught fire and the forward end was blown out. All
confidentials, including one bag of Consular mail from Jamaica, were
destroyed by thu Master.

L. The total number aboard was 48, and 13 of the crew in a
boat which was blown up by the second torpedo are missing. The Naster
was killed by the second explosion. The 3l survivors took to a life-
boat and raft and by the transmitter in the lifeboat, kept in touch

with New York and Halifax; and were picked up by a corvettu on May 19,
1942,

5. The submarine was not scen.

E. D. Henderson
Ensign, U.S.HN.R.

663 sz/; 8, 16-A-l-d, F-9 (L copies), F-10, Cominch, Cominch F-21- 22,

-252 F—353 F-37 (C & R), Op- 23—L Op- 28 Op- 30 Op-39, BuShlns

BuOrdnance (En51gn P. L. Vissat}, BuOrdnancv, Atlantlc Fleet Antlu
Submarine Unit, BuPers-6.
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DISPATCHES

REMARKS

2 torpedo hits.
Summary.

COMINCH S8 TO ADMIRALTY 292009, Daily

CNO MEMO SUMMARY OF STATEMENTS BY SURVIVORS
OF S5 FCORT QUAPPELLE

Eastern Alr Command Monthly A/SYreport May.
On Mey 16th the 8.8, "Fort Qu'Appelle" was
torpedoeéd at DOsitjon 29-58 N, 62-88W, On May
17th, at 1012 GMT a distress signal from the
transmitter installed in the Fort Qu'Appelle
lifeboet, position 39-80 N, 63-20 W was in-
tercepted. Canso 9750, on patrol, was diverted
to locality of signal but due to poor viei-
bility lifeboat was not found. On succeeding
day weather unsuitable for alrcraft operstion|
May 19th Canso 9748 in splte of very adverse
weather conditions proceeded on patrol for
the 1ifeboat and finally sighted it at

40-08 N, 64-12 W at dusk, Food, falres and a
note were droooed Contact mcde with HMCS
"Melville" and returned to vicinity of life-
boat, remainint until naval vessel arrived to
pick up survivors,Flares and a flame-float
were used to retain contact after darkness
had set in and to enable naval vescsel to reach
locality.

.......

U.S. NAVY - HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF - ASW SECTION
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