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Tlhat happened: Torpedoed and shelled. Torpedo failed to exploded.

Ship opened fire and estimated 3 hits.
Arrived Yarmouth N.S. afternoon 18th May.

Tocatien = :Lights: Damage

n &

Description of Sub:

Survivors: demeded-Besben 1 killed, 2 men seriously wounded.

Additional Remarks:

B-5 report in file.
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10 May - Torpedoed and shelled L3-01N 67-03W approximately 02047Z/18

19 May - Claims 3 hits on sub.
uly - 1 torpedo hit one miss 7 shells.



: _ COMINCH F-
Op-16-B-5 NAVY DEPARTMENT
CONFIDENTIAL

Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
Washington
June 28; 1942

.L'a'.LI..L 'ORANDUL: FOR FILE

Subject: Summary of Statements by Survivors of SS MFORT BINGER",
British Cargo Vessel, 5250 G.T., Ministry of War,

3 The U"FORT BINGER" was torpedoed without warning at 0200
GKT on May 18, 1942 at 43.01 N - 67.03 W, while enroute from Liverpool
to New York in ballast, The ship did not. sink, but arrived two days
later at Yarmouth, N,S., for minor repairs.

2, The vessel was on course 251° true, zigzagging on pattern
No. 1k for two days, speed 11 knots, comp te1 blacl ei out, radio
silent, five lookouts -- on bridge and at aft gan. The sea had a

f:

slight swell, wind south forcesd visibility
no ships in sight.

b oitch darkness
r 2

3 Two torpedoes were fired, one hitting side and
the other passing 20 yards astern, The one strik the ship did
not e track of the

xplode but mercly caused a bump to be felt. g -
torpedo was seen appreaching the port side 2 cables away (1200

the helm was swung hard aport. The "FORT NGER! *W*Cﬂ tried

n ch shelled and machine gunned the freighte The
ship was hit about seven times by 3" shells and took some )O rounds
of machine gun fire. #hen the opposing craft were about half a mile
apart the ship fired four rounds from its 4" gun. The sub was be-
lieved hit once. &ll secret British codes were! thrown overboard in a
weighted box.

h. The 61 Free Frenchmen aboard did not abandon the ship. One
was killed and four were wounded by shell fire.

5 Particulars of the cnemy submarine are not completely
known, but it believed to have had one gun mounted shead of conning
tower and to have carricd two machine guns. The sub was last scen 0300
GMT after the aftack.

M., J. -Smith
Licutenant, (jg) U.S.N.R

—3 16-D-L, F-9 (L copies), F-10, Cominch, Cominch F-21-22,
=252y F-353; P-37 (C&R), Op-23-L, Op -30, Op- 39, BuShips, BuOrd,
(Ensign P. L, Vissat), BuOrqﬂanc Atlantic Flcet Anti-Submarinc
Unit, BuPers-6,
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DISPATCHES

REMARKS

Eastern Air Command Monthly A/S. Report May.
Upon redelpt of message from FORT BINGER that
shlp was being shelled, abandcning ship, plan
es started search but were unable to locate
elther sub or ship; dropped pyrotechnics,
conslsting of parachute flares and red very
lighte hoping to scare sub off,Dropped four
red flares, Ship attempted to ram sub after
torpedoes failed to explode and missed ship,
falled due to slow speed, sub commenced
shelling ship. Ship replied with 4" gun and
belleved last shot wae hit as sub ceased
shelling and was not again seen. However, 4
red flares were seen by ship at about this
time, and 1t 1is believed ship and sub sighted
flaree dropped by plene, and sub submerged -
fearing alrcraft might be equipped with A,8.V
FORT BINGER was not abandoned, but one sea
man wase killed and four others seriously
wounded. The vessel proceeded on ite course
at reduced speed and with damasge to super
structure, of a superficial nature, and the
W/T dead. ;
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