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That happened: 3 torp, LO shells,

Description of Sub: 250-300' overall, raking bow, no net cutter, dull dark gray hull,
paint all over limber holes, full length deck, gun fwd, conning tower fwd of amidships
large fairwater, and bridge with MG platform and antenna, radio D/F aft of periscope,

Survivors: No known missing. none missing

Additional DRemarks:
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18 iy DISPATCHES

REMARKS

BEN JOSEPHINE - 92 ft fisherman sunk by three
torpedoes and forty shells at 1600 June 3,

. 170 miles E by S of Thatchers Island. Survi-

vors landed at Mount Desert CG Sta.
EASTSEAFRCN to OPNAV TOT 1143 June 5.

BEN and JOSEPHINE, Machine Gunning and Sinking of.

1. American oil screw dragger, 102 tons, unarmed,
attacked without warning and sunk by gun fire on June
3, 1942 st 1600 Q. 170 miles E by S of Thatchers
Island, Massachusetts. Entire crew of 8 survived
attack and landed in dory at Mt., Desert Rock Coast
Guard Station at 0400 Q. June 5, 1942.

2. Vessel was out of Gloucester bound for the
fishing banks off Seal Islend, Nova Scotis, on a
course S by E at 9 knots. Calm sea, light haze, no
wind.

3. A submerine, believed to be friendly, had par-
alleled course about 2 miles off starboard beem for 2
hours. It suddenly closed to 200 yds. and opened fire
with a machine gun.

L. Crew abandoned ship in dory, submarine, then fired
50 odd rounds with deck gun of unknown caliber sinking
subject vessel in a half an hour.

5. Submerine turned west and attacked another fish-
ing vessel, AEOLUS, 4 miles astern, sinking it, and
then disappearing to the westward.

6. Submerine did not hail survivors who described it
as being 250 - 300 feet overall, raking bow, no net
cutter, dull dark gray hull, paint all over limber-
holes, large fen water, and bridge with machine gun
platform and antenna; radio direction finder aft of

periscope.

8. Survivors heard
05/0200Q. June to westward.

9. No classified matter was
'COM 1 to OPNAV and COMINCH C

gun-fire

at 031200Q. June and

in subject vessel.
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OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

UNITED STATES FLEET
MAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
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See AEOLUS FILE for correspondence regarding sinking of.
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