DECLASSIFIED

Op--16-B- NAVY DEPARTMENT

Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
Washington

June 10, 1942
MELORANDUM FOR FILE

Subject: Summary of Statements by Survivers SS "OCEAN VENUS®, British
Freighter, 717L4 G.T., owmed by John Morrison and Son of New—
castle-on-Tyne, England.

1. The MOCEAN VEWUS" was torpedoed without warning, first at 0215
EWT, May 3, 12ﬂ2, at 28°15' N - 80920 W, and second at 024 EWT, while on
route from San Pedro, California to the United Kingdom, wvia the Panama Canal
and Halifax, Hova Scotia, with 2 peneral cargo including lead, lumber, food,
and wood pulp. The freighter settled by the stern and was last reported to
be resting on the bottom at 28°20' ¥ - 809211 ii.

2. The freighter was running a course of 345° true at a speed of
11 knots; not zigwmagging, lights out, radio not used, three lookouts posted;
2nd Mate and one AB on bridge, and one Haval gunner on after gun deck. The
weather was clear, wind ENE, force 2, moonlight with a few clouds, no ships
in sight.

3. At 0215 BWT, the first torpedo struck the port side at the engine
roorl, The vessel lost way and made a 1.800° turn, heading south. The ship's
radio transmitter was reported damaged and no distress signals were made,
The 3" gun aft was manned by the gun crew and at approximately G220 EWT a
submarine was observed 'off the port quarter. Fire ias opened at a range of
L,,000 yards and four near hits were observed with a range elevation of Li,500
yards. The submarine submerged at approximately 0223 EifT after 15 rounds had
beecn fired. After the abandonment of the vessel 7 second torpedo struck the
starboard side at the fuel bunkers at 02l5 T, Confidential codes were
throvn over the side in an iron box.

k. Forty-two out of a total crow of L7, abandorcd the vesscl abat
0235 EUT in three lifeboats,5 menbers of crew are missing and believed killed
by the explesion in the engine room. The survivors proceeded shorcwsrd and
were landed at Cape Canaver:l -3 the isval Air Stavion, Banana River.

5. the submarince was described as large, painted black (ncw), about
1600 gross tons, of German U-27 type.

A. J. Powers
Ensign, U.S.H.R,

CC: ONI B-8, 16-D-L, ¥-9 (L copies), F-10, Cominch, Cominch F-22, F-252, F-353,

F-37 (C & R), Op-23-L, Op-28, Op-30, Op-39, BuShips, BuOrdnance (Ensian P.
L. Vissat), BuOrdnance, Atlantic Fleet Anti-Submerine Unit.
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Salvage Concern to Begin
Attemmpt-in February

A marine szlvage venture to
relrieve 46,000 tons of Chllean
itog ore from the ocean floor
near Cape Hatterns, N C., is
scheduied to begin in February.

The ore is estimated to be
worth-$700,000 at current prices
if still usable. It is in the holds
of two B50-ore carriers of the
Bethiehem Steel Company.

The vessels, the Venore and
tite Marore, were sent to the
pottom, fifty-two feet below,
eatly In 1942 by German sub-
marines.

A contract to salvage the ore
has been signed by the steel
company and the Stefanich
Shipping Company of Miaml.
Stefanich is headed by Capt.
Robert . Stefanich, an Aus-
trian-born former shipmaster.

It iz planned to pump the
ore, which will be mixed with
water, inte a large barge. Cap-
tain Stefanich expects that be-
tween 300 and 500 fons of ore
tan be recovered cach working
day and-that the entire opera.
tion can be completed in four
{o five months.

He salg yesterday {hat he
was about to engage a tug, the
barge and divers for the opera-
tion. The divers, he explained.
will be necded to put suction
plping in piace below the sur-
face. Morehend City, N. C.,
will be the base of operations
and the landing place of the
ore, he szid.

Under terms of the contract,
the stesl company would either
buy the ore after it was cleanad
or would receive & share of the
profits from the’sale of the ore
to someone else.

The ore has prebebly become
heavily encrusted with sait and
would therefore have fo he
cleaned hefore it could be use-
ful agaln.’

Caplrin Stefanich sald he was
interested only in salvaging the
ore, He saig the Rulls of the
two vessels would be left alone.

in the late Nineleen Forties,
Captain [ Stefanich recovered
cargoe {rom” two vessels torpe-
doed off the Fiorida coast.
From one vessel, sunk near
Cape Canaveral, some 4,000 tons
of lead ingets were recovered.
‘The cther ship, sunk pear Jack-
sonville, yielded general cargo.

Since then the caplain has
studied. records of the Allied
cargo ships sunk by the Axis
in. Western Hemisphere waters
in World- War II. There were
about 1,800 such. ships. They
carried same $3,000,000,000 in
cargo. - .

Until a year ago Captain
Stefanich ‘waé associated with
the Isthmus Steamship and
Salvage Company, Ine., of
KMiami. That company once heid
a contract with Bethichem for
the recovery of the ore, hut Lhe
arrangement lapsed.

The captain left Isthmus to
found the Stefanich salvage
concern. :
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