




Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6 Image Reference:710

(c) crown copyright

Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



Catalogue Reference:BT/389/6



A Potts papers IWM ref 06/50/1 

Photocopy of manuscript diary 

On voyage from New York to Cape Town, left 1 April 

3 April 1942 (Good Friday) 

At exactly 10.30am I sighted just over three miles away on our port bow, what 

at first I thought was a sub, Gave alarm and altered course to put object 

astern. Gradually as sky cleared between showers sae that it was a ship’s raft. 

Closed it and at 11.30am the first its eight occupants clambered aboard. They 

were all that was left of 53 – the Chief Officer, two apprentices, three radio 

operators, one greaser and one AB. Their ship, the Eastmoor, one of 

Runciman’s of Newcastle bound for Halifax from Savannah, was torpedoed 

three days ago and sank in 6 minutes, 300 tons exploding when she was 

under the surface.  They weren’t suffering from exposure, being in the Gulf 

Stream, but they were overjoyed at being picked up, for our zig-zag course 

had been a torment to them.  The first ‘tin-fish’ missed them at 9.20pm, the 

second getting them at 10.05pm in No 3 hold.  The explosion blasting the port 

life-boats and killing several. 

Getting them bathed and into bed – after some hot soup – was the first thing 

and now I am gathering as much ‘gear’ together as I can to clothe them until 

we reach Cape Town.   

One bale of cotton has been the only piece of wreckage seen as we got back on 

our main course, in cloudy clear weather with moderate wind and sea.  

4th 

Our ‘visitors’ are feeling quite refreshed after food and sleep and we have 

well provided with clothing (two of them wear everything my size) and the 

usual comforts: toothpaste, razors, soap, cigs etc.  Tough luck their losing 

everything, also the fact that it will be over three weeks yet before they can 

cables off to their homes. 



The Eastmoor will be listed as being ‘overdue’ for some time yet, as they 

didn’t get any wireless message away before she was sunk. That alone will be 

the cause of a great deal of suspense in many quarters.  

5th  

Names of survivors and their ranks 

J W Sibbald, Chief Officer of North Shields 

H W Ramsey Senior Radio Aberdeen 

T Behan 2nd Radio Glasgow 

T Brake Apprentice Dorset  

G Wright Apprentice Newcastle 

D G Walton 2nd Radio St Albans, Herts 

W McLennan  AB Bradford 

W C Marshall Greaser Glasgow 

1 May  

The survivors are looking forward to being landed and properly clothed, 

before being sent to England. 

4 May [arrived in Victoria Basin Cape Town] 

We said good bye to our eight guests when they were taken ashore at 6pm to 

be ‘housed’ for a while at the Ritz Hotel, Three Anchor Bay.  Sibbald the Chief 

Officer has promised to call at St Bede’s Terrace when he returns home to 

North Shields 
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 S.S. EASTMOOR, Attack & Survivor’s Narrative 

 by Eric T. Wiberg, www.uboatsbermuda.com, December, 2014 

 

The British steam ship Eastmoor, sunk by U-71 under Flachsenberg on the 31st of March 1942. 

Photo source: courtesy of the Paul Johnson Collection, http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/
ships/1493.html 

The British steam ship Eastmoor was built in 1922 by the Northumberland Shipbuilding 
Company, Limited of Howden-on-Tyne, England. Launched on the 30th of March 1922, she was 
completed in June as yard number 260. The vessel weighed 5,812 gross registered tons (GRT). 
The ship was 414 feet long, 52.8 feet wide and 32.8 feet deep. The hull was constructed of steel 
and the engines built by North Eastern Marine Engineers, Limited of Sunderland. A single three-
cylinder triple-expansion engine turned a single propeller with 569 net horsepower so that the 
ship steamed at 10 knots.  

Eastmoor’s owners were the Runciman Walter and Company Limited, known as the Moor Line, 
of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne. Between December 1928 and December 1936 the ship called in 
Auckland New Zealand at least twice. In June 1934 she called at Jamaica under Captain Hogges 
en route Vancouver to Liverpool via Panama with grains and lumber. In December 1937 the ship 
was in Galveston Texas loading sulfur for Fremantle Australia. On the 4th of July 1940 she was 
damaged by an attack from German aircraft in the English Channel a dozen miles south of 
Portland Bill – repairs were completed in Cardiff on 8th August.  

In December 1941 she sailed out of New York. On the 11th of December 1941 the Eastmoor 
sailed from New York to Glasgow, arriving Glasgow on the 10th of January 1942. She sailed 
from Glasgow to Jacksonville on the 14th of February and arrived there on the 16th of March. 

http://www.uboatsbermuda.com/


Then she sailed for Savannah on the 21st March and arrived on the 22nd of March. After loading 
7,500 tons of general cargo the Eastmoor sailed for Halifax then the U.K. on Friday the 27th of 
March. It was to be her last departure. 

On its final voyage the ship was under the command of Captain James Basil Rodgers. The crew 
were mostly British and consisted of the usual cross-section of ages: Apprentice Walter Gordon 
Simpson was 19, whereas Carpenter Frank Aubrey Bettley-Cooke was 51. Fireman and Trimmer 
Charles Campbell was 20 and the Chief Steward, James Russell was 50. Captain Rodgers was 
42. Chief Engineer Leslie Symons was 33. The ship was armed and there were 10 Navy or Army 
armed guards aboard, and 32 merchant marine officers and crew, for a total of 52 persons on 
board. 

Three days later, at about 7:30 pm on Tuesday the 31st of March (early morning of the 1st of April 
German time), two torpedoes fired by Kapitänleutnant Walter Flachsenberg in command of the 
German submarine U-71 failed to strike the Eastmoor, which continued on its mostly northerly 
course. The missiles were fired at 8:03 pm and 8:31 pm local time. It is not known whether the 
ship was zig zagging, how many men were on watch, and whether the torpedoes were sighted. 
The ship and sub were roughly midway between Bermuda and Nantucket (about 350 nautical 
miles between each), and roughly 500 nautical miles east of Hampton Roads, Virginia.  

At 9:03 pm local or ship’s time (4:03 am Wednesday the 1st of May German time), 
Flachsenberg’s third torpedo found its mark. Within 12 minutes, or by 9:15 pm the ship had 
sunk, so devastating was the missile’s damage. In that time it is not known how many boats got 
away from the ship and how many men in them, or even what the weather conditions were like at 
the time. What is known is that whether they managed to get into a boat and onto rafts or not, 17 
men including Captain Rodgers, Chief Engineer Symons, and all of the men named above 
perished, including three naval gunners. 

Thirty-six other survivors managed to climb aboard a lifeboat or life raft/s, managed to stay 
together for the next three or four days. On or around Friday the 3rd of April 1942 they were 
discovered by one of two ships: SS Calgary or M/V Rookley, both British, and both in the 
vicinity and bound for Cape Town at the time – the first from Saint John, New Brunswick 
Canada, the second from New York, New York. Which of them rescued or transferred the 
survivors is analyzed below. What is known is that the following month, May 1942, 36 survivors 
including seven gunners were landed in Cape Town.  

The Imperial War Museum has the diary of Third Officer Arthur Potts who served aboard the 
British motor vessel Rookley, 4,998 GRT. Mozolak has the Rookley leaving New York on April 
1st, 1942 eastbound. This would have placed her in exactly the right place and time to rescue the 
Eastmoor survivors and take them to Cape Town, as Potts asserts they did in his diary. The 
Imperial War Museum states the diary provides an account of “rescuing survivors from the SS 
EASTMOOR (3 April 1942) and the Norwegian SS GOVIKEN (30 June 1942) and coping with 
very infrequent and erratic contact with home ....”.  

The Rookley was built by William Doxford and Sons launched in Pallion, Sunderland, England 
on the 18th of May 1940 for Thomasson Shipping Company Limited of London, and Stephens, 



Sutton Limited of Newcastle were managers. The UK Ministry of War Transport (MoWT) took 
over her operation for the war. Completed in August, 1949, she was 4,998 GRT. Her length 
overall was 442 feet, and beam 54.45. Deadweight cargo capacity was 9,200 tons. Her type was 
the “Doxford Economy cargo ship”.  

Rookley left the Tyne, UK on the 26th of February 1942 and arrived in New York on the 19th of 
March. She left New York on the 1st of April for Table Bay (Cape Town), where she arrived on 
the 3rd of May and sailed on the 5th of May for Aden, where she arrived the 21st of May. This 
itinerary coincides with that of the Eastmoor survivors, the only unknown being why Calgary 
received credit for the rescue of the 36 survivors.  

 

The Motor Vessel Rookley, registered to Newcastle, at anchor in Table Bay, Cape Town, date 
unknown. 

Photo source: http://www.searlecanada.org/sunderland/images/rookley1.jpg 

Other sources, including the “Survivor Statements” in the US National Archives, and Uboat.net 
indicate that the rescuing vessel was the S.S. Calgary. Mozolak has no record of her leaving New 
York in 1942. That is because, according to her voyage card at The National Archives in Kew, 
London, she arrived in St. John, New Brunswick Canada (Bay of Fundy) from Loch Ewe, 
Scotland on the 18th of March and sailed from there on the 3rd of April for Table Bay (Cape 
Town) where she arrived 5 May.  



It seems very unlikely if the Calgary sailed on the 3rd of April that she also rescued the Eastmoor 
survivors on the 3rd of April several hundreds of miles south of St. John on the same day – the 3rd 
of April is when the Rookley claims to have rescued the men. The only possibility is that the 
Rookley transferred the Eastmoor men to the Calgary for onward passage to Cape Town.  

The British steamship Calgary, which may, along with the M/V Rookley, have rescued survivors 
of the Eastmoor on the 3rd of April 1942 and taken them to Cape Town. 

The Calgary was built by John Brown of Clydebank in 1921 and was 7,206 GRT and British 
flag. The ship was 440 feet long and 59 feet wide. A single steam turbine engine turned a 
propeller for 11 knots’ speed. Her owners since 1935 were the British and African SN Company 
(Elder Dempster Lines) of Liverpool.   

After the war the MoWT returned the Rookley to Thomasson on the 6th of March 1946. The 
Rookley was sold to Margaronis & Fardis of Athens and renamed Despoina in 1960. In 19667 
they sold her to Cristialinimar SA of Panama who renamed her Jumbo. In 1970 the ship became 
the Ibis II and a year later it was scrapped in Split, Yugoslavia. The Calgary ended the war in 
Lagos, Nigeria. She was broken up in 1958.  

Photo source: http://www.clydesite.co.uk/clydebuilt/liverpool/index3.html 

http://www.clydesite.co.uk/clydebuilt/liverpool/index3.html


SOURCES: 
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liverpool/index3.html 
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Papers of Vice Admiral Homer N. Wallin, compiled 1941 - 1974.  Record Group 38: Records of 
the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, 1875 - 2006  Entry P-13.  National Archives at 
College Park - Textual Reference (Military) 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740  
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ROOKLEY 
4998 g.t., built 1940 for Stephens, Sutton Ltd, 
Newcastle, 1956 sold to  
Margaronis & Fardis, Athens renamed DESPOINA. 1960 to D. 
P. Margaronis,  
Athens, 1966 to Cristalinimar S.A., Panama (Genario Della 
Gatta, Naples)  
renamed JUMBO. 1970 renamed IBIS II, 1971 scrapped at 
Split, Yugoslavia.  
(photo in book) 

A Doxford 'Economy' cargo ship'. 
Per 1 (data,Rookley), 2 ('convoyweb.org', WW2 
convoy duty, click on 'SHIP SEARCH' then 
insert Rookley, but I cannot check the 
link), 3	(Miramar, link, you now must be registered to 
access).	133.9	metres	long	overall,	127.0	metres	perpendicular	to	perpendicular,	speed	of	10	
knots,	crew	of	34.	The	vessel	was	built,	at	a	cost	of	£130,647,	for	'Thomasson	Shipping	Co.,	
Ltd.'	('Thomasson'),	of	London,	with	'Stephens	SuJon	Limited'	('Stephens'),	of	Newcastle,	the	managers.	
But	requisiNoned	by	the	Ministry	of	War	Transport	for	the	duraNon	of	WW2	(returned	to	Thomasson	on	
Mar.	6,	1946).	The	Thomasson	vessels,	together	with	other	vessels	managed	by	Stephens,	formed	a	fleet	
known	as	the		'Red	"R"	Fleet'.	47	convoy	references	in	WW2,	including	at	least	4	voyages	across	the	N.	
AtlanNc,	voyages	to	W.	Africa	(Freetown,	Sierra	Leone	&	Takoradi,	Ghana),	into	Indian	Ocean	(Bombay,	
CalcuJa,	Colombo	&	Cape	Town),	&	many	U.K.	coastal	voyages.	Carried	grain,	ferNlizer,	Nmber	etc.	In	
1956,	the	vessel	was	sold	to	Margaronis	&	Fardis,	of	Athens,	Greece,	&	renamed	Despoina.	And	in	1960,	
the	vessel	was	sold	to	D.	P.	Margaronis,	of	Athens,	with	no	change	of	vessel	name.	In	1966,	the	vessel	
was	sold	again,	to	Cristalinimar	S.A.,	of	Panama,	(Genario	Della	GaJa,	of	Naples,	the	manager?)	&	
renamed	Jumbo.	In	1970,	the	vessel	was	renamed	Ibis	II.	On	Jun.	24,	1971,	the	vessel	arrived	at	the	Split,	

Yugoslavia,	ship	breaking	faciliNes	of	Brodospas,	to	be	broken	up.	A wonderfully 
detailed model of Rodsley/Rawnsley/Rookley/ 
Reaveley is in the Thomson Ship Models 
Collection at the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto, 
Canada. Images of the model are in the beautiful 

http://archiver.rootsweb.com/th/read/Mariners/2005-06/1118240110
http://www.convoyweb.org.uk/hague/index.html
http://www.miramarshipindex.org.nz/ship/list?IDNo=5089154&search_op=OR


volume - 'Ship Models: The Thomson Collection at 
the Art Gallery of Ontario'.	Can	anybody	tell us more?

mailto:glendon2@rogers.com?subject=sunderland054%2520Rookley
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